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Dear Fiona, 
 
Thank you for providing evidence to the Committee on the Historic Environment 
Scotland Bill. I indicated at the meeting that I would write to you with a number of 
more specific questions on the Bill and the strategy. The questions are informed in 
part by the written evidence received by the Committee and are set out in the 
attached annexe. You also committed at today’s meeting to provide further 
information on the existing staff distribution at Historic Scotland. 
 
I would  be extremely grateful for a response to all these points by 3 June, in order to 
inform our stage one report. 
 
Thanks, 
 
STEWART MAXWELL MSP 
CONVENER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. With reference to the submission from New Lanark Trust, please confirm why 
the Scottish Government considers there is no need for the Bill to mention 
specifically the way in which world heritage sites will be protected, enhanced 
and managed; 



2. Concern was expressed in written evidence that the strategy does not give 
sufficient prominence to the private sector. Please confirm how, in 
implementing the strategy, the views of the private sector will be captured and 
how Historic Environment Scotland will help to support that part of the historic 
environment managed by the private sector; 

3. Various submissions have called for clarity on the new body’s role in relation 
to strategic environmental assessments and I would therefore be grateful if 
this could be addressed; 

4. The implementation of the strategy will be a matter for a number of bodies 
and the Scottish Government has sought to mainstream the historic 
environment by moving the policy function from Historic Scotland. Did the 
Scottish Government consider the merit of placing in the Bill a requirement on 
all relevant public authorities to have regard to the historic environment in 
undertaking their relevant duties? 

5. The Society of Antiquaries has questioned whether the definition of 
‘collections’ in the Bill extends to digital material and I would welcome 
clarification of this point. 

6. Schedule 1, paragraph 12 sets out general powers for Historic Environment 
Scotland. The Explanatory Notes explain that, in essence, these are intended 
to assist the new body to undertake any activity currently underway or 
foreseen. Please explain whether any of these powers are not currently used 
by or available to the existing bodies and, where that is the case, the likely 
circumstances in which they could be used;   

7. The strategy mentions climate change at two points, including as one of the 
issues under ‘facing the challenges’ on page 9: “Take a flexible approach to 
issues such as climate change, seeing the big picture”. This Committee, along 
with others, has a role in scrutinising climate change issues, and we would 
therefore welcome further detail on how relevant bodies will work together to 
mitigate the impacts of climate change on the historic environment;   

8. Please address the following questions on the Financial Memorandum— 
o Some of the “one-off costs” relating to the Bill include ‘transition 

programme costs’ of £1.165M over three years. One element of this is 
further ‘staffing costs’ of £680k (paras 34 and 36). What exactly do 
these costs entail?   

o Should charitable status not be granted HES will incur some net costs, 
for example, £1.5m in 2015-16. These would be higher taking optimism 
bias  into account. Even with charitable status, the new body will incur 
relatively modest costs from 2014-15 to 2015-16. Please explain the 
impact of these possible costs on the organisation’s service provision.  

 


